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Re: 2020/21 Academic Year       

 

Dear Parent/Guardian        06/07/2020 
      

I would like to take this opportunity to once again thank you all for working so hard at home and with 

us during these extraordinary times. Looking forward, I would also like to extend a very warm 

welcome to our new P1 pupils.  
The Department of Education’s comprehensive advice to Principals for “Restarting Education” 

(19/06/2020), and subsequent guidance on ‘Planning for the Foundation Stage in Primary Schools’ 

(03/07/2020), has now offered a realistic pathway on how individual schools should proceed in 
September. 

Based on this guidance, and following the PHA advice already in circulation, it is my hope at this 

stage, to have all children return to St Joseph’s for the new academic year, and benefiting from a five-
day week schooling in as “normal” circumstances as possible. As any additional official operational 

guidance is distributed by the Department and/or EA throughout the summer break I will endeavour to 

keep you updated. 

I have made this decision following an audit of the available usable space within the fabric of the 
school and on the premise of risk assessed conditions being strictly adhered to. This will undoubtedly 

mean some changes to a lot of what was once deemed ‘usual’ as we work on what the ‘new normal’ 

will be.  
Classrooms have been measured out and desks and seating carefully arranged to ensure the stipulated 

1 metre distance rule is followed as strictly as can be expected. I have also allocated additional time 

(now 4 hours a day) specifically to the ongoing cleaning of the school during and after the school day. 
Class groups will be assigned as ‘protective bubbles’ and staggered times and zoned spaces will be 

timetabled throughout the school day so that each ‘bubble’ has minimal contact with others. There 

will be staggered starting and finishing times for each cohort and Foundation, KS1 and KS2 children 

will have separate doors for entering and exiting the school buildings. 
On the first day of school the children can bring a single sanitised pencil case, clearly labelled with 

their name, which will then remain in school and strictly be for use by that child exclusively. 

Resources distributed in school will remain there and not be allowed to be taken home. Neither can 
there be any sharing of resources between children. This also means that there will be no schoolbags. 

As there will also be no communal water stations operational in the school the children may carry in a 

single labelled plastic water bottle for personal use only which should be thoroughly washed before 

school and at home again after use.  
Guidance from EA on homework will be forthcoming during the summer however I may continue to 

promote the use of the very successful SeeSaw app. 

Hand hygiene will be of major importance and I will ensure that we have hand sanitation stations at 
the school entrances and in each individual classroom. Parents must ensure that their children wash 
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their hands before leaving home and on return home from school. The staff will also establish a 
routine of regular hand washing with the children in school at key points throughout the day. 

I would also encourage parents to reinforce the respiratory hygiene ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ message 

that the staff are promoting in the school.  

If your child displays any symptoms of illness at home please do not send them into school and if any 
child displays symptoms in school parents will be asked to collect them immediately. 

Unfortunately these changes will also mean limitations for parents too. The specific DENI guidance 

stipulates “that at both arrival and collection times, parents are actively discouraged from entering 
the school buildings as a means of preventing spread of the virus”. To this end I have to ask parents 

for their forbearance in respecting social distancing rules and not to congregate on school grounds 

before or after school.  
Lunch and snack arrangements will also change. The school can no longer provide a healthy snack for 

P1,P2,and P3 children due to the risk of cross contamination. Therefore all pupils will bring their own 

healthy snacks (fresh fruit/vegetables only) to school in a disposable food bag. Hot school lunches 

will continue to be delivered to the children as normal but they will be provided with disposable plates 
and cutlery and be eaten at their desk in the classroom rather than the hall. Play and outdoor break and 

lunch times will be staggered and play areas will be zoned to keep children within their respective 

‘protective bubble’. 
In order to allow for some forward planning prior to the end of the summer holidays, please see below 

the provisional arrangements for the start of the new academic year 2020/2021. In the meantime the 

staff and I will continue to work on the finer operational details. 

• Primary 7 pupils will return full time to school on Monday 24th August, 2020, 9.00am to 

3.00pm. Hot school dinners will be provided as normal. 

• Primary 1 pupils will have 2 induction days, Thursday 27th and Friday 28th August from 

9.10am to 12.00 noon. The finishing time for them will remain at 12.00 noon until Friday 25th 

September to help ease their transition into P1. Thereafter their normal finishing time will be 

2.00pm. 

• The remainder of the pupils, Primary 2 to Primary 6,  will commence a full return to school 

from Tuesday 1st September. Staggered starting and finishing times will be advised at a future 

date. 

• Pupils will wear school uniform as normal. I ask that you try to ensure uniforms are washed 

regularly throughout the week.  

• Girls- red school sweatshirt, while polo shirt, navy skirt/pinafore and black school shoes. 

Navy/red tights or white knee socks in warmer weather. 

• Boys-red school sweatshirt, white polo shirt, navy school trousers and black school shoes. 

• School uniforms will now be ordered on line by parents and not by the school as before. 

• There will be no After Schools Clubs 2pm - 3pm and 3pm - 4pm until further notice. 

Information on timetabled PE lessons will be given at a later date as we await further 

guidance from DE. 

Please be aware that this information is provisional and may be subject to change. I will continue to 

work to ensure that the safety and wellbeing of all our children and staff remains of paramount 
importance while remaining compliant with DE and PHA guidelines.  

 

I hope you have a lovely summer break. 
 

Laura Fitzsimons (Principal) 
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